THE    SHAKESPEARE    INDUSTRY
the leaders of the rebellion were severely punished, and
those who had been 'loyal9,1 rewarded.
The opening of a new Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at
Stratford gave an occasion for one of those functions which
delight equally politicians, professors, clergymen, aspiring
knights and caterers, bringing them together in one common
enterprise, objectionable to none and profitable to all. The
politician has an opportunity to demonstrate his culture, to
convey an impression of himself turning with relief from
wearisome, and often distasteful, public duties to celebrate
higher things; the professor or clergyman is exhilarated by
making personal contact with the great and the famous; the
aspiring knight associates himself with a cause which, per-
haps helped out by a contribution to party funds, has often
received recognition in Honours' Lists, and the caterer
caters. They march in procession, make speeches, pay one
another compliments, easily finding in the poet they are
celebrating lines to their purpose, making him sportsman,
countryman, patriot, gentleman, democrat, according to the
exigencies of the moment. Flags are unfurled, wreaths
carried and deposited; top-hats gleam in the sunshine, and
dull applause resounds when large meals have been eaten.
Each generation gets, as well as the Government, the
Shakespeare it deserves. He is assimilated by each succes-
sive phase of human folly; a process which is facilitated by
*A certain uneasiness about the use of the word 'loyal' in such a case
was manifested by some newspapers putting it in inverted commas. Others,
however, used it without this mild qualification, reassuring themselves, per-
haps, by the reflection that if a politician who votes against his principles
in obedience to party orders, may be described as loyal, why not a prisoner
who upholds the authority of his gaolers?   Inverted commas provide a
small, but accurate, register of the fluctuation of values.   Until his last
years, the founder of the Salvation Army appeared as 'General* Booth in
the columns of the Times.  When the inverted commas were dropped, his
reception at Court was only a matter of time. Left-Whig writers used hope-
fully to refer to the Nazi 'Revolution', but most of them have now ceased
thus to question the authenticity of Nazi revolutionary pretensions*  The
abandonment of sanctions at the end of the Italo-Abyssinian ^War \vas
heralded by their sudden appearance as 'sanctions', a change which should
have relieved Mussolini of any anxiety he may still have had about them.
If the Times ever begins to refer to the 'King' or the 'Archbishop of Canter-
bury', a revolution may be confidently assumed to be inimiaent; if to the
4Times', some cosmic catastrophe.
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